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OUR SERVICES INCLUDE FAMILY LAW      /       PERSONAL INJURY      /       WILLS AND PROBATE      /       PROPERTY

High quality, cost-e�ective legal services

Call us on 01675 464400 or visit www.evansderry.com 

5 Church Hill, Coleshill   /   30 Station Rd, Marston Green   /   133 Long St, Atherstone

Book in for a Free Foot Check
this month whilst these

appointments are still available

Two local students from Coleshill-based S.L.E Dance & Fitness have 

successfully secured places on the prestigious Ballet Britain Associate 

Programme in Birmingham.

Arabella and Isla worked incredibly hard throughout the audition process to earn 

their places on the programme. As Associates, they will now train on Saturdays 

with leading dance professionals and teachers, including industry experts 

connected with Birmingham Royal Ballet.

� is is a fantastic achievement for both students and a proud milestone for S.L.E 

Dance & Fitness, which has been established for just two years.

Miss Sarah, Principal of S.L.E Dance & Fitness, said: “I am incredibly proud of both 

girls and all they have achieved. � eir dedication, hard work and passion for dance 

have truly paid o� . I wish them every success as they begin this exciting journey 

and cannot wait to watch them grow and progress in their future dance training.”

Everyone at S.L.E Dance & Fitness would like to congratulate Arabella and Isla on 

this wonderful achievement and wish them the very best of luck in the programme.

  Two Local Students Secure Places 

on Prestigious Ballet Programme
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Looking for personal or  

business self storage? 

We can help.

■ 24/7 CCTV with automated access

■ ith no minimum contract

■

■

■

■

FROM ONLY 

£25  
A WEEK

THE COMPLETE DESIGN & INSTALLATION SERVICE 

We offer a full installation service with a 3 year warranty

Visit our large kitchen & bathroom showroom 

established since 1989

TEL: 0121 604 6464

32 East Meadway, Kitts Green, Birmingham, B33 0AP 

Www.kavsbathrooms.co.uk

                        
                        

              Www.facebook.com/kavsbathrooms 

                        
                        

                        
                   Www.instagram.com/kavsbathrooms 

0121 747 7202

07814 566657

or 07792 508819

editor.postgroup@outlook.com

07805 430191

                        
                        

                        
                   

Door to door around:

Coleshill
Water Orton
Shustoke
Maxstoke

Curdworth
Lea Marston
Marston

Bulk paper drops in Public places, including – 
Supermarkets, Schools, Garden Centres, 
Train Stations, Pubs and Local Convenience Stores.

Minworth
Castle Bromwich
Marston Green
Smiths Wood

Chelmsley Wood
Kingshurst
The Whitacres

Also available online on our website and facebook pages.
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YOUR LOCAL GARAGE DOOR SPECIALIST

ALL TYPES OF GARAGE DOORS & FRONT DOORS

We are a family run business that carry out repairs and new installations

email: info@kingsburygaragedoors.co.uk

CALL US ON: 01827 949526

Great Choice • Great Quality • Great Service

KINGSBURY

Mobile 07845683388

Email fhacarpentry@outlook.com

• Traditional roofing

• 1st fix and 2nd fix joinery 

• Kitchens

• Bespoke one-o� pieces 

• Garden decking 

• Any and all aspects 

• 20+ year’s experience

• Fully insured friendly service

FOR ALL YOUR

CARPENTRY NEEDS FREE 

QUOTES
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My apologies for my absence 

from the Post over the last few 

months.  Hopefully this article will 

bring you up to date with key local 

HS2matters for Water Orton and our 

neighbouring communities

Legal Action against HS2.

In short North Warwickshire borough 

council has taken legal action about hs2’s 

decision to build the eastern tunnel portal 

in Water Orton; In the originalHS2 Act 

of Parliament, it was proposed that the   

railway line into and out of Birmingham 

as it enters Water Orton to be overground 

partly by way of a viaduct and entering a 

tunnel at Castle Vale, but after the hs2Act 

became law, HS2 changed their mind and 

proposed a signi�cantly longer tunnel, 

increasing its length from 2.9km to 5.8km 

with a portal or ‘mouth’ at Water Orton. 

�is change was signi�cant both because 

of the enormity of the structure,and 

becauseour communities representations 

to the HS2 Select Committee before the 

Act to build the railway was made law, 

were based on the understanding that 

there would be a viaduct and not a tunnel 

mouth , which was something we would 

most certainly have objected to on amenity 

grounds and the sheer unacceptability of 

such a major construction project being 

undertaken in a residential community 

because of all the reasons and problems we 

are now experiencing.

Because �is was a di�erent proposal 

from the development authorised by the 

HS2 Act and the local Planning Authority 

North Warwickshire Borough Council, 

said it needed planning permission and 

that it was not appropriate for HS2 to use 

the shorter self-determining consent that 

HS2 have the legal power to grant consent 

to themselves for ‘minor ‘alterations 

under the powers of theHS2 Act. As 

a council We also said the decision to 

build the tunnel needed to be informed 

by the completion of an Environmental 

Impact Statement. A full review of all the 

impacts the tunnel would have on local 

communities, landscape and ecology.  Our 

NWBC position was forti�ed that the 

alterations were at the time in the Green 

Belt, which at the time wa  then a vitally 

important strategic land – use planning 

policy designed to prevent urban sprawl 

by keeping land between urban areas 

permanently open or undeveloped so as to 

prevent towns and communities merging.  

Unfortunately, the current government 

has reformed the Greenbelt policy 

nationally, to release land for 1.5million 

new homes to be built. 

HS2 originally agreed with our NWBC 

position, even to the extent of submitting 

an initial scoping document for the 

Environmental Impact Statement. �e 

Government also at this time accepted that 

an Environmental Statement was needed.

However, HS2 then changed their 

minds, instead saying the changes were 

‘ancillary’ to the main development of 

the HS2 line and could be authorised 

by the HS2 Act process and submitted a 

Planning application. �e Council rightly 

refused to determine the application and 

so HS2 appealed against the council’s 

position and consequently a government 

Inspector was appointed to review the 

situation and agreed with NWBC on the 

main point that a separate, more detailed 

application setting out and mitigating the 

signi�cant impacts was needed. However, 

the Secretary of State (for Communities 

and Transport) directed that they the 

Secretary of State, make the �nal decision. 

�ey overruled the Planning Inspector 

and granted permission to HS2.who 

consequently started construction work.

Several of the elements of this case are 

of national importance and are deeply 

concerning; the Government should not be 

able to make signi�cant changes to major 

projects that have signi�cant impacts 

on communities that have not been 

properly assessed or about which  local 

community had no chance to comment 

on. In addition, by directing they make the 

�nal decision the Government removed all 

independence in the process and in e�ect 

granted permission for their own project. 

�is could have far reaching consequences 

for future infrastructure projects here 

in North Warwickshire and Nationally, 

especially because HS2 has such a 

signi�cant impact on numerous North 

Warwickshire communities.

�e Council therefore judicially reviewed 

the decision and, the High Court upheld 

the decision. �e Court of Appeal 

acknowledged that there are important 

elements to this case and have given us 

NWBC permission to appeal. �e Court of 

Appeal will therefore heard the case on the 

6th and 7th May. But unfortunately, the 

Court of Appeal ‘reserved’ their judgment 

and at the time of writing this article we 

do not know what they determined.  I will 

update you once we know.

One thing we do know is that a Transport 

and Works Act Order application is also 

required to legalise the tunnel building 

but decisions on launching the process to 

enact this order have been suspended by 

the Department of Transport until this 

High Court litigation has been resolved. 

You may recall that I previously urged 

residents to petition the Dept of Transport 

to demand that a Transport and Works 

Act Order be made By the Sec of state for 

Transport and I know several residents 

did. �is was important as if the order is to 

be legally issued we will have a public right 

to make representations directly to the 

Secretary of State to inform their decision 

making about the protect representations 

which will I expect will be to demand 

further mitigations for impacts on 

residents such as vibration; noise �ooding; 

dust ;and tra�c disruption.  While there 

is no possibility that the construction 

works will be halted or that the locality be 

restored to its state before construction 

started.  At least we can ensure the 

remaining construction works up until 

2039 when the line is now expected to 

open, are completed properly, to the least 

local impact. it is daunting taking on the 

government and a national infrastructure 

project. But we must continue to �ght 

toget the best mitigation locally and 

prevent the same happing elsewhere 

in our communities or across North 

Warwickshire.   Considering the recent 

Government announcements that the cost 

of HS2 has risen to £.102.7bn there is no 

realistic [prospect of a new compensation 

scheme being created to compensate 

property owners who have already su�ered 

negative impacts Which are likely to 

happen again in future as we know the 

Government has already announced its 

intention to build a new north south 

railway line. Hopefully if the new north 

south railway line goes ahead, it will steer 

well clear of north Warwickshire! But if 

it doesn’t, we’ll be ready and experienced 

for a �ght! Our readiness will be as a 

local borough council, local communities 

and as an excellent partnership between 

Coleshill; Water Orton; Curdworth; Lea 

Marston; Middleton; and Kingsbury parish 

councils called the Special Management 

Zone (SMZ). Who have and continue 

to extremely e�ectively represent local 

community interests both locally for each 

village and on cross cutting problems that 

impact on all Parishes such as tra�c.

Odour and air Pollution.

Residents in Water Orton, Coleshill and 

Curdworth haveall noticed and objected to 

the unpleasant odour being generated by 

the HS2 earthworks.  the odour is caused 

by the use   of Lime in the construction 

process.  �e lime is commonly used in 

UK earthworks and ground engineering 

primarily for soil stabilisation and 

modi�cation. It dries out wet, cohesive 

(clay-heavy) soils, improves workability, 

and alters the soil chemistry to prevent 

shrinking and swelling. �is transforms 

“unsuitable” site-won earth into a stable, 

strong foundation for roads, railways, 

and building.  Locally hs2are re-using 

the soil extracted from the tunnel boring 

process to build embankments for the 

elevated sections of the line in Coleshill.  

Importantly there are nohealth risks 

to residents from the use of the lime 

locally and following complaints HS2 

contractors continue to work closely with 

the Environment Agency and NWBC 

Planning and Environmental Health 

teams about this matter. �e speci�cs 

around HD2’s contractor’sapproach 

to these coming earthworks, and the 

package of intended mitigations, are still 

in the �nalisation stage. More will be 

communicated in due course.  �e issue of 

dust, following a request from residents 

and the SMZ, HS2 CEO Mark Wild has 

commissioned an independent Air Quality 

Assessment report for the Water Orton 

area via Imperial Collage London. �e 

�ndings of this report will be shared 

once this has been undertaken.   �is is 

in addition to the air quality monitoring 

already undertaken by the Director 

for Public Health in Warwickshire and 

Environmental Health team at NWBC. 

which did not �nd and harmful impacts 

from\hS2 but did register the usual high 

levels of nitrogen oxides and carbon 

monoxide which are attributable to 

motorway and road tra�c.

So, importantly while there is certainly 

a high level of dust created by hs2 

earthworks, it is not harming anyone’s 

health andHS2 are taking local complaints 

seriously,and will seek to reduce 

and prevent it.as work progresses.to 

completion of the construction of the 

railway

As ever, If I can be of any help 

my email address is davidreilly@

northwarks.gov.uk and my phone 

number is 07770 704 617.   With 

kindest regards, Dave.

 Cllr Dave Reilly. Water Orton Ward. North Warwickshire Borough Council

HS2 Tunnel Portal Appeal and Odour Update
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Call Joe on: 07792 470 504

www.jpd-plumbing.co.uk

ALL 

PLUMBING & 
HEATING JOBS

• Boilers install & Service

• Bathroom Fitting

• All plumbing heating 
& Gas jobs

Contact us for a FREE quote

Finance
NOW 

available 
through 

Kanda from 
0% APR

Boilers 
Service 

£70

Telephone: 0121 779 2257

OPENING TIMES: 

MONDAYS TO FRIDAY 9AM - 3PM

SATURDAY 9AM - 2PM  |  CLOSED SUNDAY

5 Station Rd, Marston Green, Birmingham B37 7AB

WE ALSO SUPPLY AND FIT DOORS – COMPOSITE DOORS – UPVC DOORS – REPLACEMENT GLASS PANELS – REPLACEMENT LOCKS FOR ALL DOORS.

£155
INCLUDING HANDLES, 

HINGES & LATCH 

SMOOTH ASHFORD
SOLID DOOR

£240
INCLUDING HANDLES, 

HINGES & LATCH 

SMOOTH ASHFORD
4 PANEL GLASS DOOR

£260
INCLUDING HANDLES, 

HINGES & LATCH 

FITTEDFITTEDFITTED

SOLID ELY

£385
INCLUDING HANDLES, 

HINGES & LATCH 

FITTED

FULL GLASS ELY

£355
INCLUDING HANDLES, 

HINGES & LATCH 

FITTED

1/2 GLASS ELY

£335
INCLUDING HANDLES, 

HINGES & LATCH 

FITTED

ELY 15L

£395
INCLUDING HANDLES, 

HINGES & LATCH 

FITTED

ELY 5L

GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR'S LICENCE
Envirocall Ltd 

of Elmdon House, Station Road,  

Coleshill , B46 1HT.  

is applying for a license to use  

Envirocall Ltd, Elmdon House,  

Station Road, Coleshill, B46 1HT

As an operating Centre for  

1 goods vehicle and 0 trailer. 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the operating 

centres who believe that their use or enjoyment of that land would 

be a�ected, should make written representations to the Tra�c 

Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE 

stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. Representors 

must at the same time send a copy of their representations to the 

applicant at the address given at the top of this notice. A Guide to 

Making Representations is available at: www.gov.uk/government/

publications/a-guide-to-making-representations-objections-and-

complaints-goods-vehicle-operator-licensing             

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Confused? Concerned? Call Paul!

0845 055 9415 | 07980 780709
paul.palmer@accordwills.co.uk

It all starts with a Will from £95.00+VAT*

*standard basic Will

NOT made your Will yet?

Does it worry you that...

Your children may NOT inherit all of your 
home or your hard earned savings... but the 

Government and others could!

Care Fees, Inheritance Tax, Huge Legal Fees and more 
devestate thousands of families, often unnecessarily.

We come to you at a time to suit you 
for a FREE home visit.

With the right will and advice, you can help ensure 
the maximum possible goes to those you love!

BOOKKEEPING

AND ACCOUNTS

SERVICES.

Bookkeeper 24/7

www.bookkeeper247.co.uk

Call: 07919-488314

Bookkeeping

Self Assessments

Payroll

Vat Returns

Making tax digital

Email: contact@bookkeeper247.co.uk

Bookkeeper 24/7

BOOKKEEPINGBOOKKEEPING

AND ACCOUNTSAND ACCOUNTS

SERVICES.SERVICES.

Bookkeeper 24/7

BookkeepingBookkeeping

Self AssessmentsSelf Assessments

PayrollPayroll

Vat ReturnsVat Returns

Making tax digitalMaking tax digital

Email: contact@bookkeeper247.co.ukEmail: contact@bookkeeper247.co.uk
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ORCHARD 
NURSERIES

Come and enjoy our freshly cooked breakfast, Vegan and vegetarian options,  

hot and cold sandwiches, toasties, jackets, cream teas and of course  

homemade cakes - takeaway options available

Afternoon tea, prebooking required for up to 25 people

Whole cakes by preorder

Traybakes and brownies also available to order

Check out our Facebook page for more details

Open currently Monday/Tuesdays 9.30 - 2pm 

Wednesday/Thursday/Friday/Saturday 9.30 - 3pm

Sunday 10.00 - 1pm
Please enquire regarding group bookings.

Orchard Nurseries, Birmingham Road, Water Orton B46 1TG   

Tel: 0121 749 7266 / 07450102855 

Julie_heenan@yahoo.co.uk

est.1973

Still a good selection of our Jumbo Surfinas 
left, only 1 needed to fill a 12” basket!!

-  Hanging basket plants and bedding plants  

now ready

- Ready made hanging baskets and tubs.

-  Our biggest range of Ornamental and Fruit Trees,  

at same price as last year!

-  New season Roses

-  Fresh selection of Alpines

-  Wide choice of herbaceous perennials.

-  Evergreen and deciduous shrubs.

-  New selections of Ceramic and plastic pots.

-  Compost, mirrors, clocks, wall art,  

Gifts and so much more....

Book now to treat Dad to one  

of our fabulous breakfasts on  

Fathers Day sunday 21st june
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North Warwickshire Celebrates the Appointment of a New Mayor

Councillor Davina Ridley was appointed Mayor at 

North Warwickshire Borough Council’s Annual 

Meeting on Wednesday 13th May.

� e ceremonial robes and chains were handed over by 

outgoing Mayor Councillor Debbie Bates, after what she 

described as “a truly wonderful year and a great honour.”

Mayor Councillor Davina Ridley will be supported by the 

newly appointed Deputy Mayor, Councillor Sandra Smith. 

On appointment, Councillor Ridley � rstly sincerely 

thanked the previous Mayor Councillor Debbie Bates for 

her dedication and hard work she committed to during 

her year.

She then went on to say “A heartfelt thank you to 

everybody for showing con� dence in me to represent 

North Warwickshire as its Mayor. I am honoured to be 

given your assent, and I promise I will serve you to the 

best of my ability and shine a light on our Borough just as 

the previous Mayor did”

Councillor Ridley was born in North Warwickshire and 

spent a childhood surrounded by rurality. Her family have 

lived in the area for over 150 years.

In 1982 she joined the Metropolitan Police, being half 

an inch too short to join Warwickshire Police and was 

posted to central London where a force of 26,000 o�  cers 

consisted of only 2,500 women.

She pioneered one of the � rst Domestic Violence units in 

conjunction with the Home O�  ce on Islington Borough. 

She served for � ve years on the Child Abuse Investigation 

Team and ten years on the Serious Crime Unit Homicide 

Command as a Detective.

Councillor Ridley was elected as a Borough Councillor 

for Dordon ward in 2023, She is also a Dordon Parish 

Councillor, representing her home community and village.

� e Mayor has chosen two charities to support and raise 

funds for during her mayoral year. One of these is the 

North Warwickshire Veterans Hubs, as the Tam Webster 

Veterans Group in Dordon provides a remarkable support 

service and forms part of the wider network, alongside its 

sister hub in Atherstone.

� e second charity is Jessie’s Journey, which was granted 

charitable status in January 2026. Jessie’s Journey 

is dedicated to supporting children and young people 

diagnosed with cancer, as well as their families. � e 

charity o� ers practical, emotional and � nancial assistance 

during challenging times, raises awareness of childhood 

cancer, and helps to build a strong support network within 

the community.

Press Release

Firms warn of rising costs and 

disruption from Iran crisis – Chambers

� ree-quarters of West Midlands businesses 

report an existing or expected impact from the 

Iran con� ict, according to new research from the 

region’s three Chambers of Commerce. 

Increased fuel prices and shipping costs, rising prices 

from suppliers and customer delivery delays were 

most frequently cited in the data gathered by the 

Greater Birmingham, Black Country and Coventry & 

Warwickshire Chambers of Commerce.

More than 120 businesses from the West Midlands 

Combined Authority area took part in the online research, 

which was part of a national British Chambers of 

Commerce survey. 

Of the West Midlands � rms surveyed, 49 per cent said 

they are already impacted by the unrest in the Middle 

East, while 26 per cent expect to be in the future. 

� e most impacted sectors were manufacturing and 

production (23 per cent); hospitality, catering and tourism 

(11 per cent); admin, support and consulting (11 per 

cent); and retail and wholesale (7 per cent).

� e majority of organisations expect their energy bills to 

increase in the next year - with 43 per cent anticipating 

rises of more than 20 per cent.

� irty per cent expect it to be “fairly di�  cult” to pay 

their bills. 

One SME wholesale business said: “We are experiencing 

fuel surcharges on seas freight containers and UK haulage 

[and] material cost increases in the Far East and India.”

A micro hospitality � rm said: “We work with long haul 

� ights and holidays. � e war has left clients in an unsure 

situation, where they do not want to travel because of 

uncertainty. 

“Repatriation admin costs are borne by the company, 

refunds are processed, so there is a loss of pro� ts.” 

Meanwhile, consulting � rms and other service-based 

organisations described cancelling or postponing overseas 

training courses, interruptions to ongoing projects, and 

increasing di�  culty completing business transactions. 

Henrietta Brealey (pictured), chief executive of Greater 

Birmingham Chambers of Commerce, said: “� e results 

of this survey demonstrate how quickly global events can 

create challenges for businesses closer to home. 

“Firms across Greater Birmingham and the wider West 

Midlands are telling us that rising fuel costs, supply chain 

disruption and ongoing uncertainty are already having a 

tangible impact on their operations.

“While businesses are resilient, many are facing di�  cult 

decisions as costs continue to increase. 

“� ese � ndings reinforce the need for policymakers to 

recognise the pressures � rms are under and provide 

the stability and support needed to sustain growth and 

investment across our region.”

Sarah Moorhouse, chief executive of Black Country 

Chamber of Commerce, said businesses across 

Wolverhampton, Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall, were being 

hit from every direction.

“We have members forecasting energy bill increases of 

77 per cent this year, others facing half a million pounds 

in additional costs on top of escalating logistics charges” 

she said. 

“� e con� ict is piling pressure on businesses that were 

already struggling. � e � ndings re� ect the reality facing 

businesses across the region where Black Country 

manufacturers, retailers and service � rms alike are 

reporting rising costs, supply chain disruption and 

growing uncertainty.

“Our members are asking for help with fuel and energy 

costs and to be kept informed - that is not a lot to ask 

when you are � ghting to keep your doors open.”

Corin Crane, group chief executive, Coventry & 

Warwickshire Chamber of Commerce, said: “� is survey 

shows that businesses across Coventry, Warwickshire and 

the wider West Midlands, are already feeling the e� ects of 

the con� ict in Iran, with rising fuel, energy and transport 

costs placing additional pressure on � rms that are already 

operating in a challenging economic environment.

“Nearly half of businesses told us they have been directly 

impacted, while many more expect disruption in the 

months ahead. 

“� e � ndings underline the need for government to 

provide practical support on energy and operating 

costs, while ensuring businesses receive clear and timely 

information to help them plan with con� dence during a 

period of continued uncertainty.”
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All summer

Castle Bromwich Historic Gardens
We’re going Medieval!

Events and activities

across 6 weeks

Knights’ School

King Arthur & the
Holy Fail

Open Air Theatre 21  Julyst

Medieval Arena Show,

18  Julyth

History Adventures:
Castle sieges

& dancing
8/9  Augustth

Kids
go free!

See website for further details: castlebromwichhallgardens.org.uk

Knights and Dragon Trail £1

All summerAll summer

Castle Bromwich Hi t i
CCC

Events and ac

C
Gardensngngn Medieval!

KidKidKids
go free!go free!go frgo frgo frgo frgo frgo free!go free!go free!

s: castlebromwichhallgardens.org.uk

Knights and Dragon Trail £1

Historic Gardens

Knights’ School

Mayor Celebrates Successful 

Year in Office with Significant 

Fundraising Achievement
Councillor Debbie Bates is marking the end of 

her time as Mayor of North Warwickshire by 

re� ecting on a successful year supporting local 

people, promoting good causes and raising money 

across the borough.

During her time in o�  ce, Councillor Bates has worked 

tirelessly attending a variety of events and championing 

causes that make a real di� erence to people’s lives.

She has successfully raised an impressive £4376.31. � e 

funds will be distributed to a range of local community 

groups within North Warwickshire.

Councillor Debbie Bates said:

“It has been a huge honour to serve the people of North 

Warwickshire, and I am incredibly proud of what we 

have achieved together and grateful to everyone who has 

supported my fundraising events. � e generosity of our 

community has been truly inspiring.”

Applying for Funding

Local charities, voluntary groups and community 

organisations are now invited to apply for a share of the 

Mayor’s Charity funds.

Applications can be made by completing the online 

application form: Application for Donation from the 

Mayor’s Charity Account – Fill in form.
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Good for your body
Good for your mind
It’s the perfect time to get active. When you 

move more you not only give your body a boost, 

but you give your mood a lift too. 

Make the first move for your
mental health. Search
Every Mind Matters

Press Release

Funding Agreed from North Warwickshire Borough 

Council’s Safer Communities Sub-Committee to Help 

Prevent Crime and Support Local Policing
North Warwickshire Borough 

Council has shown its continued 

commitment to keeping communities 

safe and connected, following a 

recent funding allocation from the 

Safer Communities Sub-Committee.

At its meeting on 24th March 2026, the 

Sub-Committee agreed funding to support 

the Warwickshire Safer Neighbourhood 

Team, helping improve both their day-to-

day work and how they engage with local 

residents.

To help prevent crime, the Sub-Committee 

has agreed to fund £2,000 to buy at least 

1,000 Faraday pouches. � ese small 

security items help protect keyless cars 

from theft by blocking electronic signals. 

� ey will be given to residents for free 

across North Warwickshire to help keep 

their vehicles safe.

A total of £500 will be used to buy 

televisions, stands and cables. � ese will 

be placed at the Safer Neighbourhood 

Team o�  ces in Coleshill and Atherstone, 

giving o�  cers better facilities for brie� ngs, 

online meetings and community updates 

on social media. � is will help Police with 

communications at community meetings. 

A further £240 has been set aside for a 

portable speaker and microphone. � is will 

help o�  cers speak clearly at local events 

and meetings, making it easier to connect 

with residents and share important 

information.

� is funding shows the Council’s practical 

approach to community safety, focusing 

on simple improvements that make a real 

di� erence. By working closely with the 

Safer Neighbourhood Team, the Council 

continues to support safer, stronger 

communities across North Warwickshire.

Councillors have welcomed the funding, 

highlighting the importance of working 

together with local police to support and 

protect residents.

Becky Wrighting, T/Inspector of SNT 

North Warwickshire, said:

“� is funding is a very welcome investment 

and re� ects the strong partnership we 

have with North Warwickshire Borough 

Council to keep our communities safe. 

� e improvements will directly support 

our o�  cers in coordinating their daily 

activity, sharing information e� ectively 

and strengthening how we communicate 

with the public.

� e addition of audio equipment enhances 

our ability to engage at community events, 

ensuring residents can clearly hear advice, 

ask questions and remain connected to 

their local policing teams.

Importantly, the provision of Faraday 

pouches is a simple but highly e� ective 

crime prevention measure. Keyless vehicle 

theft is a concern for many residents, and 

this initiative gives people practical tools 

to protect themselves.

� is funding demonstrates a proactive 

and collaborative approach to community 

safety, and we remain committed to 

working with partners to deliver visible 

policing, prevent crime and build 

con� dence across North Warwickshire.”

Councillor Ray Jarvis, Chair of the Safer 

Communities Sub-Committee, said:

 “We were pleased to agree this funding as 

it re� ects a practical and targeted approach 

to community safety. By investing in both 

the tools o�  cers need to carry out their 

day-to-day work and in simple crime 

prevention measures for residents, we are 

helping to strengthen local policing and 

improve engagement with the public. � is 

includes supporting better communication 

at community events and providing 

practical items, such as Faraday pouches, 

which can make a real di� erence in helping 

residents protect their vehicles. It’s about 

making sure resources are used in a way 

that has a clear, visible impact across 

North Warwickshire.”
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82 High Street, Coleshill B46 3AH  

Tel.07528964681

The Shabby Attic
* FREE VALUATIONS *

Unlike some other businesses we DON’T charge  

a fee when we value your jewellery/coins etc

Anything that you consider may have  

monetary worth, or if  you’re unsure we will try  

and value it completely FREE of  charge with 

absolutely NO obligation to sell.

The Shabby Attic liaise with experts who  

have knowledge in different areas of  valuables,  
the list below is just some of  the items we will  

take a look at and we will always strive to offer  
the best CASH offer if  there is value.

We also offer bank transfers  
as well as cash payments.

* Gold, broken, dental etc * Silver * Silverware  

* Costume Jewellery * Vinyl Records  

* Vintage Advertising * Antiques  

* Georgian/Victorian * Masonic Regalia  

* Watches * Pocket Watches * Militaria  

* Lego * Glassware * Vintage * Coins  

* Vintage Toys/Antique Toys

Nothing above ??

Bring it in, we’ll take a look...  

there’s nothing to lose!!

I’m Emma, your local Partner Estate Agent with Hortons, proudly covering 

Castle Bromwich, Coleshill, Water Orton and the surrounding areas. I grew 

up in Water Orton and have worked in these communities for over ten 

years, giving me genuine local knowledge that really bene� ts my clients.

I’m self employed, which means I o� er a personal, one to one service, honest advice 

and excellent marketing of your home from start to � nish. Property and people are my 

passion - I love supporting my clients through their move, � nding the perfect buyer and 

sharing that moment when someone walks in and knows they’ve found “the one.”

If you’re thinking of selling  I’m here to help every step of the way.
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Birmingham Hospice’s Reloved Brum charity 

superstore in Harborne is proudly supporting the 

national Mend It May campaign in partnership 

with Birmingham City University (BCU), 

celebrating creativity, sustainability and the power 

of giving clothing a second life.

Mend it May, an initiative from Sustainable Fashion Week, 

encourages people to repair, reuse, and reimagine their 

clothing through sewing and textile techniques, helping to 

reduce waste and challenge the culture of fast fashion. 

As part of the collaboration, students from BCU’s 

Department of Fashion and Jewellery worked with 

unsuitable stock donated to Reloved Brum, transforming 

discarded garments into unique, bespoke fashion pieces. 

�e project allowed students to combine sustainability 

with creative experimentation while contributing to their 

textile degree coursework.

�e �nished designs will be displayed in store from Friday 

22nd May until mid-August, before being showcased at 

the Reloved Brum Fashion Show on 5th June.

Maria Penaloza, BA Textile Design student at BCU said: 

“Watching the garment gradually transform changed 

my relationship with it, to the point that I even created 

a character to tell its story. �rough experimentation, 

I began to appreciate its qualities and learned how 

materials interact across techniques. I am inspired to 

transform garments and share these techniques with 

others, encouraging people to value discarded items rather 

than letting them end up in land�ll.”

Ed Blackwell, Store Manager at Reloved Brum said: “We 

are thrilled to be involved in this exciting project. It’s clear 

to see Birmingham has some incredibly talented fashion 

creators. Seeing donated garments transformed into 

completely unique pieces has been inspiring for both our 

team and customers. Projects like this show how charity 

retail can support sustainability, creativity and the local 

community all at the same time.”

Zoe Hillyard, Senior Lecturer in Textile Design at BCU 

said: “It has been so enjoyable seeing how customisation 

and repair skills have built a strong bond between each 

textile design student and their salvaged garment. Being 

introduced to heritage hand-stitching skills like gold work, 

sachiko and needle weaving, the project explored what 

can happen when you work directly on one garment for a 

month. �e outcomes are joyful and unique celebrations 

of technical and creative experimentation!”

�e collaboration is a great example of the community 

working together and underpins the importance of charity 

shops on our high streets and the positive environmental 

impact they make. �is year alone Birmingham Hospice 

shops have either sold or recycled 581 tonnes of textiles, 

saving 7.8m tonnes of CO2 emissions.

You can see the students designs in store from now until 

mid-August.  

For tickets or information about the Reloved Brum 

fashion show on 5th June, email Ed, the store 

manager, at ed.blackwell@birminghamhospice.

org.uk or pop into the store at 48-50 High Street, 

Harborne, B17 9NE.

 �Birmingham students turn charity shop donations 

into catwalk creations for Mend It May

Atherstone is gearing up for its busiest weekend  

of the year as the Atherstone Big Weekender 

returns for its third year on Saturday 6th and 

Sunday 7th June bringing two days of free,  

family-friendly entertainment to the heart of the 

town and footfall survey proves that it supports 

the high street. 

Organised entirely by volunteers, the much-loved 

community event transforms Atherstone into a vibrant 

hub of live music, markets, arts and activities, while 

driving record footfall for local businesses.

Saturday 6th June begins with a poignant D-Day 

remembrance service in �e Market Square, followed by 

a nostalgic performance from 1940s-style vocalist Kitten 

Von Mew. �e celebrations continue into the afternoon 

with live sets from various bands including local favourites 

Living Proof and �ree Times Scarlett, alongside a DJ 

spinning crowd-pleasing club classics.

Sunday 7th June sees the full town come alive, with road 

closures creating a safe, festival-style environment for 

families to explore and enjoy.

Visitors can expect between 10am-4pm

• Free steam train rides

• Free climbing wall for kids

• Free arts & crafts activities

• Free magician and circus skills workshops

• �Free mini Land Rover driving experience for children

• Bustling independent market stalls

• A vibrant Teenage Market

• …and plenty more surprises

With over 25 community groups and societies involved, 

the event is a true celebration of Atherstone’s community 

spirit and last year delivered the highest footfall day of the 

year, giving a major boost to local traders. 

Laura Donnelly, Chairperson of Atherstone Partnership 

says ‘Weekends such as Atherstone Big Weekender are 

an amazing way to celebrate our town, its independent 

traders and showcase a welcoming environment for 

visitors. It’s our third year running and I’m incredibly 

proud that this event is completely volunteer run and 

the stats don’t lie, last year we were the busiest day for 

footfall’ 

�is event comes hot o� the heels of submitting 

Atherstone’s expression of interest for Town of Culture 

2028, so �ngers crossed for even more to celebrate later 

this year. 

Don’t miss Atherstone’s biggest and best weekend.

For more information, visit:  

www.visitatherstone.com

Contact 

Laura Donnelly – Chairperson,  

Atherstone Big Weekender 

chairman@atherstone-partnership.co.uk

07848642937 

About Atherstone Partnership

Atherstone Partnership is a community group consisting 

entirely of local volunteers across business and residents. 

�e group aims to bring together other clubs and 

societies to create a joined up and proactive approach 

to community events. As well as fundraise and produce 

multiple community projects.

 � Atherstone’s biggest high street supporting event 

returns, and it’s completely free
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205 Tyburn Road, 
Erdington, B24 8NB 
(Covering all areas in 
the West Midlands)

0121 4484290

Bathroom & Luxury Kitchen Design & Home Interior Design
Julie offers a one to one personal service 
from start to finish, ensuring your project 

projects. Access to Exclusive Products 

Offering a wide range of Fitted and 

offer a stunning collection of modern 

ENGLISH

Julie

Interiors
BATHROOMS, KITCHENS

& HOME INTERIORS

Step 1 >      Step 2 >        Step 3 > 

julieenglishinteriors.com

Website Video

Bathroom & Luxury Kitchen Design & Home Interior Design
• Julie offers a one to one personal service 

from start to finish, ensuring your project 
is executed to perfection. 

• 3D Visuals to help you visualise your 
space.

• Supply only or Supply and Installation 
Service available using trusted 
tradesmen of 15 years.

• Covering every room in your house,  
using branded and recommended 
products which will stand the test  
of time.

• Visit the studio for inspiration.

• Specialist in Bathroom and Wetroom 
Design for Domestic and Commercial 
projects. Access to Exclusive Products  
and Ranges.

• Offering a wide range of Fitted and 
Sliding Door wardrobes tailored to your 
storage needs. Beautiful designs and 
matching combinations to complement 
and work with your home interior design.

• Made in the UK, Julie English Interiors 
offer a stunning collection of modern 
and classic styles to create your own 
individual kitchen scheme.

BATHROOMS, KITCHENS
& HOME INTERIORS

Step 1 > Explore Your Options     Step 2 > Site Visit       Step 3 > Design & Quotation

julieenglishinteriors.com

Good for your body 
Good for your mind
It’s the perfect time to get active. When you 

move more you not only give your body a boost, 

but you give your mood a lift too. 

mental health. Search

Every Mind Matters

ENTRY

SATURDAY
4TH JULY
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Parish Church of

st Mary & St Margaret

CHESTER ROAD,CASTLE BROMWICH
B36 9DE

12PM-
3PM

BBQ

CHILDREN’S GAMES

ENTERTAINMENT FROM

FUSION OF DANCE & ROYAL

AIRFORCE AIR CADETS

SECOND HAND BOOK SALE

CAKES & REFRESHMENTS

BOTTLE TOMBOLA

& MORE!

Summer
ADULTS £1

CHILDREN FREE

FUN ALL THE FAMILY!
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Foster Care 

Fortnight 2026

As part of Foster Care Fortnight 

2026 New Routes Fostering 

organised a wonderful day trip to 

West Midlands Safari Park on 16th 

May for our fostering community.

17 adults, including foster carers, 

extended family members and sta� , joined 

11 children for a fun-� lled day together. 

Everyone enjoyed the coach ride through 

the safari park and the exciting rides and 

attractions afterwards.

� e children were especially excited to see 

di� erent animals up close, many of which 

they had only ever seen on television 

before. � eir smiles, excitement and 

curiosity made the day extra special.

� e trip gave foster families the chance 

to relax, spend time together and create 

happy memories. It was a lovely reminder 

of what fostering is all about - giving 

children safe, caring, and supportive 

experiences where they can feel happy, 

valued and able to thrive. � is is why 

foster carers play such an important role 

in children’s lives by providing loving and 

stable homes when they are unable to live 

with their own families.

Every year, thousands of children across 

the UK need foster families from all 

backgrounds. Although fostering can be 

challenging, it is also one of the most 

rewarding things you can do.

New Routes Fostering Agency is a friendly, 

not-for-pro� t fostering agency supporting 

children, young people, and families across 

the Midlands. We are a small, caring team 

that supports foster carers every step of 

the way, helping children feel safe, listened 

to and given the best opportunity to 

thrive.

232323232323
OPEN YOUR HEART ANDOPEN YOUR HEART ANDOPEN YOUR HEART ANDOPEN YOUR HEART ANDOPEN YOUR HEART AND

HOME THROUGHHOME THROUGHHOME THROUGHHOME THROUGHHOME THROUGH

FOSTERINGFOSTERINGFOSTERINGFOSTERINGFOSTERING

OPEN YOUR HEART AND

HOME THROUGH

FOSTERING

JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE

UPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMING
EVENTS

ONLINEONLINEONLINEONLINEONLINEONLINE

newroutes@fatherhudsons.org.uk

Register your interest:

6.30 - 7.30PM6.30 - 7.30PM6.30 - 7.30PM6.30 - 7.30PM6.30 - 7.30PM6.30 - 7.30PM

01675 434025               newroutes@fatherhudsons.org.uk            www.newroutesfostering.org

Every child deserves a safe, loving home
Could you make a difference to a child’s life?
Do you have a spare bedroom and room in your heart?

Full training, ongoing support and allowance provided throughout your fostering journey
Find out more about fostering today - no obligation, just a friendly chat
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Sumner Road, Coleshill 

Opening Hours. Mon to Fri 10:00 to 
13:00 - Tel. 01675 462517

www.coleshillhub.org.uk   

coleshillcommunityhub@gmail.com

FREE Local Services for Local 
People

FREE WIFI and use of
laptops & tablets

All welcome, come and visit
us for a chat and see how 
the Hub could help you.

WARM HUB  
Town Hall Tue to Thu 10 to 1 and Community Centre (Tue only). 
Come in for a chat and activities if you wish. Free refreshments.

INFORMATION
Help and support for any 

enquiries or issues such as:-
Blue Badges, Driving Licence, 
Passport Applications, Online 

Benefit Forms (including Pension 
Credit Checks) and much more 

Signposting to many groups, partner services and agencies –
see some examples in boxes below:-

GROUPS
Parkinson's Cafe
Memory Cafes 

(Coleshill/
Water Orton)

Young at Heart
Stitch Club

GROUPS
Walking Tours

Keep Fit & Natter
Walking Sports

Art & Crafts
U3A

Parents & Toddlers

SIGNPOSTING
Carers Trust
CAB (Citizens 

Advice Bureau)
MIND

Vision Support
Wellbeing

Next Town Council 
Meeting –

24th June 7pm 
at Coleshill Town Hall 
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Birmingham Dogs Home 
- Forever homes

If you are interested in adopting, please contact the centre 
on 0121 643 5211 to enquire. 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk

Peggy
Breed: Border Collie Gender: Female

Meet Peggy our beautiful three 

legged Collie who never lets 

anything hold her back!

Despite having only three legs she is a 

very active girly and it does not seem to 

bother her one bit. Peggy was originally 

found as a stray so we do not know what 

happened in her past or how she lost her 

leg but she has adapted brilliantly and 

takes everything in her stride.

Peggy is still a young girl and although 

she is very sweet once she knows you 

she can be a little nervous around new 

people and unfamiliar situations. She 

sometimes seems unsure of life and will 

need a patient and understanding home 

that is happy to take things at her pace. 

With time kindness and reassurance 

she will continue to build trust and 

con� dence.

Because of her Collie nature Peggy does 

show some typical stalking and herding 

behaviours which can present like prey 

drive. For this reason she is not suitable 

to live with other dogs and would do 

best in an adult only or single person 

home with no children or other pets. She 

needs a calm environment where she can 

settle and feel secure.

Peggy has been adopted previously 

and was brought back to the centre 

due to reasons we are more than happy 

to discuss here at the centre. Her new 

family will need to be committed to 

understanding her needs and continuing 

to support her.

She already knows how to sit and give 

paw and is highly motivated by human 

interaction and food which will really 

help with her ongoing training. At the 

centre she particularly enjoys balls and 

soft toys which bring out her playful 

side.

Peggy is a sweet and special girl 

who with the right guidance and 

understanding will make a wonderfully 

loyal and devoted companion.
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Walsh Podiatry 

marks 25 years 

on Chester Road

An announcement from 

Dean Walsh, Principal Podiatrist

Walsh Podiatry is celebrating its 25th 

anniversary this year. A quarter of a 

century since the doors � rst opened at 

329 Chester Road in 2001, and the clinic 

is still right here in Castle Bromwich, 

busier than it’s ever been.

� e idea at the start was straightforward. 

Somewhere local people could come 

for any foot or lower limb problem 

and actually get it sorted. A centre of 

excellence in the heart of the country, 

as I used to put it back then. Twenty-� ve 

years on, that’s still exactly what we’re 

trying to be.

� e clinic has always been family-run. 

My wife Jenny has been alongside it 

from day one as practice manager, and 

the founding aim has held all the way 

through: a practice patients enjoy coming 

to and sta�  enjoy working at.

What’s grown around that is the team. 

Today we have � ve podiatrists on the rota, 

and they’re a genuinely strong line-up. 

Sam Holloway is our clinical lead, with 

Alex Downton, Lauren Nicholls and Alesia 

King alongside her. All four are excellent 

clinicians, each with their own strengths 

across routine podiatry, nail surgery, 

MSK, orthotics and rehab. Between them 

they look after thousands of patients 

a year, supported by a reception and 

clinical-assistant team who keep the 

whole place running smoothly.

My own role has shifted. � ese days I’m 

overseeing the practice itself, the team, 

the systems and the direction we’re 

heading in, and treating MSK patients 

alongside that. � e clinic standing on its 

own feet, with such capable clinicians 

delivering the day-to-day care, is one of 

the things I’m most proud of after twenty-

� ve years.

� e work has come a long way too. 

When we started, private podiatry was 

mostly nail care, corns and callus, and 

some basic biomechanics. We now o� er 

shockwave therapy, MLS laser, SWIFT 

for verrucas, 3D foot scanning, gait 

analysis, custom orthotics, and most 

recently 3D-printed orthotics produced 

in-house. � e tagline we’ve used for years 

is “Keeping you Moving and keeping you 

Comfortable”, and that’s still the job. 

� e team is bigger, the tools are better, 

the principle is the same.

None of this would mean anything 

without the patients. Some of you have 

been coming to us for the full twenty-� ve 

years. We’ve treated three generations of 

the same household. People still walk in 

and tell us they were recommended by 

a neighbour who � rst came in 2004. 

� at kind of loyalty doesn’t happen by 

accident, and we don’t take a moment of 

it for granted.

We’re not slowing down. New treatments 

are on the way, the gait lab is developing, 

MSK capacity is growing, and we’ll keep 

investing in the people, the technology, 

and the practice itself so we can carry on 

serving the local community as well as 

we possibly can.

So on behalf of the whole team, 

thank you. � ank you to every patient 

who’s trusted us with their feet over 

the past twenty-� ve years. Here’s to the 

next chapter.

If you would like to book an 

appointment to see one of our 

HCPC registered Podiatrists, you 

can at www.walshpodiatry.co.uk 

or by calling us on 0121 749 6313.
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Puzzle Page

Word Search

   

 MAY 

 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13 

 14  15  16 

 17  18  19 

 20  21  22  23 

 24  25  26 

 27  28  29  30 

 31  32  33  34  35 

 36  37  38  39 

 40  41  42  43 

 44  45 

 46  47  48  49 

 50  51  52  53  54  55 

 56  57  58  59 

 60  61  62 

 63  64  65 

 By Jimmy and Evelyn Johnson - www.qets.com 

W R O S D E E S U G G H W I

H N T A U R U S D S N G E D

E M E R A L D G O S I A L H

E A N K E T R H E D R R O P

L A R E L A I N E G P D P L

B S B U S D S L Y S S E Y A

A D O S F T A L I M O N A N

R R A Y U I F A N O D H M T

R I S O R R U L M M S E R S

O B R O E R L M O T H E R E

W P M T A A S E H W A T H A

S E T I L L E E B Y E N O H

M U N T O O S H O R T R A D

B A T E S U N S H I N E S D

ACROSS
1   Herbage suitable for grazing 

animals

6  A wager (2 wds.)

10 Unfreeze

14 Scoundrel

15 Brand of co� ee alternative

16 Small particle

17  Tight at the top, � aring at the 

bottom (2 wds.)

18 “Mister” (German)

19 Cut of beef

20 Not women’s

21 Peanut butter brand

22  Spot on the ground where 

rain gathers

24 Tinted

26 Scorn

27 Recruit

30 Surrender

31 Cowboy John

32 Moses’ brother

33 Compass point

36 Goofed

37 Chest bone

38 Young � sh

40 Grain

41 Towel cloth

43 Book by Homer

44 Asian nation

45 Short

46 Money magazine

49 Quick

50 Female parent

51 Head motion

52 Talk about, with “over”

56 Pretentious

57 City in Yemen

59   Mexican holiday 

“____ de Mayo”

60 Prow

61 Want

62 Frame

63 Dry

64 Points

65 Snips

DOWN

1 Metric weight unit

2 Position

3 Against

4 Sun’s light

5 Encounter

6 Plant louse

7 Steak

8 Make a mistake

9 Sub’s weapon

10 Typographic character

11 Head coverings

12 Tipped

13 Decrease

21 Air commuter’s

transportation

23 Dinner tools

25 Was (3 wds.)

26 Horse race

27 Water pitcher

28 Not one

29 Harp

30 Hiker’s trail marker

32 Tapestry

33 Little Mermaid’s love

34 Douse

35 Swirl

39 Clothe maker

42  Birthstone that means 

love and success

45 Not good

46 Skill

47 Swimming mammal

48 Sounds alike

49 Types of letters

50 Volume

51  Place where birds lay 

their eggs

53 Negative (pre� x)

54 Water � lm

55 Jumps

58 Twosome

59 Time zone

Birds

Butter� y

Emerald

Flowers

Garden

Grass

Honeybee

Hose

Maypole

Memorial

Mother

Nest

Plant

Rain

Seeds

Soil

Spring

Sprout

Sunshine

Taurus

Wheelbarrow

Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in the grid will 
spell out a hidden message. Pick them out from left to right, top line to bottom 
line. Words can go horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions.

Answers to the puzzles if struggling are on page 25
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Record numbers of rural residents  

and businesses supported with crime  

prevention across rural South Warwickshire
Record numbers of rural residents 

and businesses have been supported 

with crime prevention advice and 

equipment to help improve their 

security over the past year, through 

a programme jointly funded by the 

Police and Crime Commissioner for 

Warwickshire and Stratford-on-Avon 

District Council.

�e Rural Crime Advisor service supported 

780 people across South Warwickshire 

during 2025/26, as more residents, 

landowners and businesses were helped 

with practical advice and support to 

protect their homes, property and 

livelihoods.

�e service focuses on prevention, 

practical advice and reassurance, helping 

people take proportionate steps to reduce 

risk and feel more con�dent in their 

communities. 

Over the past year:

• �Crime prevention event engagement 

increased by 73%

• �Residential crime prevention referrals 

rose by more than 350%

• �Loans of security equipment increased 

by 47%

�is re�ects growing awareness of the 

service and strong engagement from rural 

communities, with more people coming 

forward to seek advice and support before 

problems arise.

�anks to additional funding from the 

Shared Prosperity Fund to increase 

working hours, the Rural Crime Advisors, 

Rebecca and Ali have been able to 

extend their support to the community 

extensively in the past year.

�e Police and Crime Commissioner for 

Warwickshire said:

“Reaching record numbers of residents and 

businesses with practical prevention advice 

is exactly what this programme is designed 

to do. By working in partnership with 

Stratford District Council, we are helping 

rural communities take straightforward 

steps to protect themselves and their 

property.

“Ensuring support is accessible and 

focused on prevention is a key part of 

reducing harm and maintaining con�dence 

in local services.”

A key area of growth has been support 

for residents in their own homes, with 

more people requesting tailored crime 

prevention visits following engagement at 

community events. �is re�ects increased 

awareness of the service and a willingness 

to take proactive steps to improve security.

Councillor Natalie Gist, Portfolio Holder 

for Law and Governance at Stratford-on-

Avon District Council , said:

“�e work of the Rural Crime Advisors is 

very valuable to our rural communities.  

�e joint approach between Stratford on 

Avon District Council and the Police and 

Crime Commissioner is helping us reach 

more people across our rural communities 

with practical advice and support.

“�e strong level of engagement shows 

that residents and businesses value crime 

prevention and are taking positive steps to 

protect themselves, supported by a service 

that is accessible and responsive to local, 

rural needs across the District .”

�e programme also supports wider 

community safety priorities, including 

helping residents and businesses protect 

themselves from vehicle‑related crime, 

raising awareness of livestock worrying, 

and working with partners on local issues 

such as environmental crime.

Both organisations will continue to work 

together to ensure that rural communities 

have access to e�ective prevention advice 

and support tailored to local needs.

If you or anyone you know might 

bene�t from a visit from the Rural 

Crime Advisors, please contact 

them via our website: https://www.

stratford.gov.uk/online-forms/rural-

crime-advisor-enquiry.cfm
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Tel:  01675 464 661   

Mob: 07789 855655

www.coleshillwindows.uk

COLESHILL
Windows And Doors Ltd

At Coleshill Windows & Doors Ltd we 

believe in doing business the right way,  

by putting you first. That means no 
hard sales push, fair prices and only  

the highest standards of work.

✓ Windows & Doors

✓ Composite Doors

✓ Conservatories

✓ Equinox Warm Roofs

✓ Roo�ine & GRP Roofs

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

The local, family owned 

business you can trust!

Unit 1, Imex Business Park, Flaxley Road, Stechford B33 9AL

www.flaxleytyres.co.uk

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

0121 789 6549

 2000+ TYRES IN STOCK

 BRAKES SUPPLY + FIT (CAR & VAN)

 HUNTER 4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT

 EST OVER 18 YEARS

 PUNCTURE REPAIRS

FAST, RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL  

SERVICE WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS

Flaxley Tyres
FOR ALL YOUR TYRE NEEDS

Flaxley Alignment Centre
WE OFFER A FREE CHECK ON  

THE HUNTER ALIGNMENT SYSTEM

flaxleytyres

44

FREE to members / £5 entry fee for non-members

ALL LADIES WELCOME

Tuesday, 16 June 2026

7.30pm to 9.30pm

Coleshill Town Hall, High Street, Coleshill B46 3BG

An Evening with Jo Callaghan

OTHER UPCOMING TWIN RIVERS WI EVENTS IN 2026*

21 Jul: TRWI’s Annual Games Night

15 Sep: Hula Hooping!

20 Oct: Chocolate Tasting

*Note: All events can be subject to change

Jo is the winner of the 2024 Theakston Old Peculiar Crime Novel of the Year, 
and a recipient of the CWA John Creasey (New Books) Dagger award.

Join us for a very special night as we welcome a successful local crime writer. 
And even better – Jo’s books are set right here in Coleshill and the surrounding 
areas! Her gripping crime novel series has captivated readers but now it’s your 
chance to hear directly from the author herself:

 Discover what life is really like as a successful writer
 Hear behind-the-scenes insights into her bestselling books
 Be among the first to hear about her latest release Body of Lies.

Whether you are a crime fiction fan, an avid reader, or simply curious about the 
work of writing, this promises to be a fascinating and inspiring evening.

Books will be available to purchase on the night which Jo will be signing. 

Our own award winning local author
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www.absoluteselfstorageltd.co.uk
07704 955750 | 01675 464446 | hires@absoluteselfstorageltd.co.uk

Jubilee Industrial Estate, Gorsey Lane, Coleshill B46 1JU

The Complete Service
At Kavanagh’s Kitchens and Bathrooms, we offer a comprehensive  

design and installation service with a 3 year warranty.

Partnerships with premium brands, including...

Tel: 0121 604 6464

32 East Meadway, Kitts Green, Birmingham, B33 0AP  

www.kavsbathrooms.co.uk

Visit our large kitchen & bathroom showroom established since 1989

Windows (UPVC & Aluminium)

Doors (including Bi-Fold & Composite)

Conservatories

Garage Doors

Roof Lanterns

Domestic & Commercial Work

07732 561 569 
E matthew_taylor10@sky.com

Windows | Doors  |  Conser va tor ies
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Follow us on Facebook, search for:   Atherstone & Coleshill Safer 

Neighbourhood Team or scan the QR code here. 
 

 

 

On Monday 14th August, 
PCSO Smith and Beale from 
Coleshill SNT attended the 
Kiddoodles Club at The Link 
in Water Orton. 

 

We showed the children around 
the different parts of the van 
and even locked some parents 
in there... tut tut.  

 

Thank you to Lauren and Jane 
for having us. We look forward 
to attending again soon. 

 

 
 

If you have an event you would 
like us to attend please email 

nww.snt@warwickshire.police.uk 

On Saturday 12th August, 
PCSO Beale attended MP 
Craig Tracey’s drop-in 
session, held at St Peter and 
St Pauls Church in Water 
Orton.  

The event was very well 
attended, and many members 
of the community had the 
opportunity to raise any 
concerns or issues.  

After the event PCSO Beale 
conducted cycle patrols within 
Water Orton and the 
surrounding area. 

 

 	
 

Atherstone and Coleshill SNT are 
community-based officers. We want to 
know what our communities would like 
to see us prioritising.  
 

If you would like to raise a priority with us, 
click on the link and fill out the form: 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPa
geV2.aspx... 

 

or scan the QR code and fill in the boxes 
for it to be considered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Police News 

�reat Level - Severe

You will have likely seen in the news 
last few days that the UK terrorist 
threat level has been raised to 
SEVERE – meaning an attack is highly 
likely.

For you, the public, this means 

remaining alert but not alarmed. Within 

Warwickshire, we will continue to work, 

day and night, to keep you safe.

Our o�cers will continue to be out and 

about in our communities, please come and 

talk to one of them if you have concerns.

If you see anything that doesn’t feel right 

report via gov.uk/ACT.

In an emergency always call 999.

Operations

Operation Corton

We are carrying out an operation 
to tackle the illegal use and sale of 
nitrous oxide.

Inhaling nitrous oxide carries a range of 

health risks and is against the law. It is 

also a signi�cant contributor to antisocial 

behaviour, and we are increasingly seeing 

cases of people driving while under its 

in�uence – in some instances with fatal 

consequences.

If you have information about where 

nitrous oxide is being used (discarded 

canisters are often a clear sign) or where it 

is being sold illegally, please report it.

Your reports help us plan targeted patrols 

and focus our e�orts where they are most 

needed.

Bobbies on the Beat

01/05/2026 O�cers from Atherstone 

SNT were responding to reports of 

a stolen motorbike when suspects 

were spotted riding an electric bike. 

Despite e�orts to locate them, they 

managed to evade capture.

While this was ongoing, a member of the 

public reported �nding a motorbike, it 

turned out to be the same bike o�cers were 

looking for. O�cers attended and were able 

to recover the vehicle.

�anks to the information provided, there 

is now a strong opportunity for the bike to 

be returned to its rightful owner. We’d like 

to thank the member of the public for their 

vigilance and support – your information 

really does make a di�erence. If you have 

any information about incidents in your 

area, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

.

03/05/2026 O�cers from Atherstone 

SNT have recovered a vehicle this 

afternoon suspected to be involved 

in fuel thefts from HS2 sites in 

Coleshill.

�e driver and passenger, both white males, 

have �ed the scene prior to police arrival. 

Enquiries are being made in relation to an 

abandoned red, Peugeot 207 located nearby 

to the site.

02/05/2026 Atherstone O�cers whilst  

out through the night have spotted this  

van been driven in the early hours. 

Concerned it may be stolen o�cers have 

stopped the vehicle. Unfortunately for 

the driver checks have shown they are not 

insured and don’t have a licence, so the 

vehicle was seized by police.

�e morning 10/05/2026 of PCSO’s 

Rygielski and Hodson were out and about 

supporting the riders taking on the 25,50- 

and 100-miles bike rides for St Giles 

Hospice. We greeted and waved through 

many riders and even had the opportunity 

to chat with a few of them. Mesmerised by 

the bikes and their capability, we were both 

educated on what equipment many had on 

board. We wished all the riders a safe ride 

and hopefully will catch many of you on the 

return leg.

10/05/2026 Early morning patrols 

around Atherstone town centre by PCSO 

Scott found this vehicle insecure with 

shopping bags on display. �e owner was 

in the local Aldi supermarket thanks to 

the sta�. Please ensure you check your 

vehicle is secure before walking away. We 

still have free Faraday pouches available 

kindly donated by the Community Safety 

Partnership Team at NWBC. If you are 

a resident in North Warwickshire and 

would like a pouch, please email the team 

with your name and address to: nwe.snt@

warwickshire.police.uk

Get Connected with 

Warwickshire Police

Atherstone and Coleshill SNT  

have been promoting  

Warwickshire Connected.

Get connected with what is happening in 

your local area, keep up to date and get 

involved in shaping what goes on where 

you live or work. Warwickshire Connected 

is a free messaging service brought to you 

by Warwickshire Police where you decide 

when and how you hear about the issues 

that matter most to you, whether that be 

getting regular crime updates, the latest 

information on ongoing incidents and 

emergencies or learning more about what 

your local police are doing. �is is also the 

place where you can get involved in helping 

to make your local area a safer place, tell 

us what police should be doing in your 

area, shape the initiatives that help to keep 

people and property safe and tell us what 

matters are causing your communities 

harm. Follow the link to sign up today: 

www.warwickshireconnected.com

Also please follow our Facebook page where 

we put updates of what Atherstone and 

Coleshill Safer Neighbourhood Teams get 

up to.

�ere are updates on going incidents, 

appeals and much more. We will be posting 

about upcoming events also so please take a 

look, see when they are and come along. We 

like to be as accessible as possible so using 

our social media page is a great way for us 

to communicate with our communities.
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We pride ourselves on personal service and customer care

453 Stockfield Road, South Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8JH

200 letters 
free on new 
headstones

Open Monday to Thurday 9am-4.30pm, 
Friday 9am-3.30pm, Saturday 12pm-4pm

Email yardleymemorials@gmail.com for any other inquiries
Yardley Memorials are also based 
inside Widney Manor Cemetery 
for new memorials and flowers

Yardley memorials offers a 
personal, sympathetic and 
professional service when 

you are faced with the painful 
and emotional task of 

choosing a suitable memorial 
for your loved one.

Call for a free brochure 
Tel 0121 706 2473

We pride ourselves on personal service and customer care

120 letters free on new Cremation stones (Birmingham and Solihull Cemeteries only)

Independent Family Funeral Directors

Offering a complete, dignified and caring service 

to the community for four generations.

Prepayment Plans Available

100 High Street, Coleshill B46 3BL

www.gascoignesfunerals.com

24 hour service | Private Chapels of Rest

coleshill@gascoignesfunerals.com 

01675 462294

OUR

YOURS

1900

2022

FAMILY
HELPING

St Joseph's provides a first-class service along with a
level of care for their residents, that is second to none.

St Joseph’s Care Home

Heading away on holiday? Want to know a
loved one is being cared for?

01675 434559 or 07341 730122
shelleyperryman@fatherhudsons.org.uk

Contact our Manager Shelley

https://stjosephscarehome.co.uk/

Carehome.co.uk review

How home feels

Our professional and dedicated team offer personalised respite
care in the beautiful Warwickshire countryside. We provide

delicious home cooked food, with a salon and chapel onsite.

Dementia, residential and respite care

Howowo hohoh momo e fefef eeee lele slsl

01675 434559 or 07341 730122
shelleyperryman@fatherhudsons.org.uk

Contact our Manager Shelley

https://stjosephscarehome.co.uk/

Carehome.co.uk review
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 �News from St Clement  

of Alexandria Green Lane,  

Castle Bromwich (known 
locally as St Clements Church)

BournemouthWeymouth&theNewForest_H.pdf

Go on...explore more   |   Reader travel

Bournemouth, Weymouth & the New 
Forest
Departing Mon 3 Aug ‘26
Oh we do like to be beside the seaside! Enjoy everything Bournemouth has to offer 

and discover the highlights of the area, from nostalgic Weymouth to the stunning 

New Forest. With the chance to explore picturesque Swanage too, come and escape 

the everyday!

So much included...
� Return coach travel from Solihull, Sutton Coldfield

� 4 nights at the Heathlands Hotel, Bournemouth (JG2 rating) with dinner 

& breakfast

� Excursions to Dorchester Market, Weymouth & the New Forest (Lyndhurst 

& Lymington)

Optional excursion to Swanage (£12pp)

       

ABBA Voyage Live in London
Departing Sun 20 Sep ‘26, Sun 11 Oct ‘26, 
Sun 11 Oct ‘26, Sun 15 Nov ‘26, Sun 15 Nov ‘26
Have you always wanted to experience the magic of an ABBA concert? Well now 

is your chance to say Thank You for the Music! Join us at the ABBA Arena for the 

incredible ABBA Voyage; where the global pop icons appear on stage as digital 

avatars brought to life.

So much included...
� Return coach travel from Solihull, Sutton Coldfield

� Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

� Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena with coach transfers 

(dancefloor, standing)

� Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Upgrade to a seated ticket in Block F or K for £25pp or Block G or J for £45pp

       

Call 03332 341 856          Quote PGM

Visit justgoholidays.com/PGM

PGM_2026-06-08_ColeshillPost_32x4 (1)_Just GoPGM_2026-06-08_ColeshillPost_32x4 (1)_Just Go

5 Days

by Coach

£389

Subject to T&Cs. Coach holidays BCH/ABTOT protected; air holidays ATOL 
protected 10889. Prices per person (2 sharing), subject to availability. Pick 
up locations, airport selection and room supplements may apply. Prices 
correct at print, valid 7 days. See website for details.

2 Days

by Coach

£259

“�e clearest way into the Universe 

is through a forest wilderness.” 

John Muir

After very hot days and yes nights, we 

certainly might have expected the usual 

thunder storm; and just to be clear: lightning 

is a spark of electricity in the atmosphere, 

while thunder is the loud sound that the 

lightning creates. �ey are both part of the 

same event and happen at the exact same 

time, but we see the light before we hear the 

sound.

I think this quote sums it all up perfectly: 

“Nature is the art of God.”

Dante Alighieri

St Clements was opened during the 1960’s and 

although not a building with a long heritage it 

has its challenges to contend with; asbestos, 

leaking roof, old heating system and so much 

more. Over the years, we have planned and 

budgeted for work to be carried out and have 

been extremely lucky in getting funding.

BUT on very wet and windy nights with 

torrential rain, we always go into the building 

the next day, hoping against hope that the 

roof has not let us down and so far so good. 

We do however, in the next couple of years 

need to �nd a way to repair the high roof 

which is like a patchwork quilt.

�e Quiz on 16th May was once again a great 

success. Our sincere thanks go to Linda, Anne 

and Ray, without whom the evening would 

not have been possible. We would also like 

to thank Cola’s Fish Saloon for providing the 

�sh and chips, which as always were excellent. 

With delivery included, what more could we 

ask for? THANK YOU.

Volunteers are the lifeblood of our 

communities and can be found in every walk 

of life. Wherever you go, you are likely to 

encounter volunteers giving their time and 

talents to help others. I certainly did during 

a recent visit to Scotland. At Robert Burns’ 

Birthplace, the volunteers were not only 

welcoming but also incredibly knowledgeable. 

A conversation with them could be both 

inspiring and informative, making the visit all 

the more memorable.

St Clement’s Church is no di�erent. Behind 

the scenes is a dedicated team of volunteers 

who serve in many di�erent roles, including 

readers, greeters, cleaners, café sta�, group 

leaders and event organisers. Together they 

create the rich tapestry of life within our 

church community.

�e week of 1st–7th June marked Volunteers’ 

Week in the UK, providing an opportunity 

to recognise and celebrate all that volunteers 

contribute. �ey are a constant source of 

inspiration, and without their commitment 

and generosity, many aspects of church and 

community life would simply not be possible 

for us to enjoy.

St Clements will be having a stall on the 4th 

July at St Mary and St Margarets Church Fete.

Our Volunteers will have enjoyed a Toby in 

June.

Our Church trip on the 18th July to 

Gloucester Cathedral or Quays is booked and 

con�rmed at 9am start, no good coming at 

9.30am we will have left!

When you read this we will have supported 

Castle Bromwich Parish Council at Party in the 

Park. Was it dry this year??

Daniel the Musical with members of both 

Churches is on Sunday 7th September.

Harvest Supper - TBC end of September 

beginning of October in planning stage.

If you want to know more about St 

Clement’s, our Services, how to arrange a 

baptism, wedding or funeral, our work in the 

community or events, you can get in touch in 

the usual ways by:

Phone: 0121 274 7120

A Church Near You:  
www.achurchnearyou.com/
church/7248/

Church Website:  
www.stclementschurchcb.co.uk

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
stclementschurchcastlebromwich

Email:  
o�ce@stclementschurchcb.co.uk
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Call for a FREE no obligation quote

�owers-landscaping.co.ukT. 0121 770 0362 M. 07773 503816

• Block Paving

• Porcelain paving

• Resin Bond driveways

• Tarmacing

• Slabbing

• Drive Repairs

• Tur�ng

• Grass Cutting

• Fencing

• In-print concrete driveways

• Specialists in Natural  

stone/sandstone

• Garden Walls

• Garden Clearances

• Rubbish Removals

• Hedge Cutting

• Tree Felling

• Trees Lopped

• Trees Pruning

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED & CARRIED 

OUT BY FULLY INSURED WORKMEN
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 COPY AUTHORIZATION BY THE AUTHORS
You may make unlimited copies of this original large print crossword 
puzzle for personal, senior center, medical facility, or classroom use. 
Visit www.qets.com for more large print puzzles.
                                                     Jimmy and Evelyn Johnson
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Hidden message:

ROUGH WINDS DO SHAKE THE 
DARLING BUDS OF MAY AND 
SUMMERS LEASE HATH ALL 
TOO SHORT A DATE

By William Shakespeare
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LOCAL SERVICES
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07814 566657

or 07792 508819
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Reader travelGo on...explore more 

6 Days

by Coach

£389

5 Days

by Coach

£409

Subject to T&Cs. Coach holidays BCH/ABTOT protected; air holidays ATOL 
protected 10889. Prices per person (2 sharing), subject to availability. 
Pick up locations, airport selection and room supplements may apply. 
Prices correct at print, valid 7 days. See website for details. Member 7022Member 7022

4 Days

by Coach

£289

Call 03332 341 856 Quote PGM

Visit justgoholidays.com/PGM

Folkestone 
Canterbury & Coastal Kent
Departing Sun 16 Aug ‘26
Folkestone provides us with the perfect base to discover the 

highlights of coastal Kent and East Sussex on this six-day getaway, 

featuring excursions to the cathedral city of Canterbury plus 

charming Sandwich and Margate, with an optional trip to Hastings.

So much included...
• Return coach travel from Solihull, Sutton Coldfield

• 5 nights at the Grand Burstin Hotel, Folkestone (JG2 rating) with 

dinner & breakfast

• Light entertainment every evening

• Excursions to Rochester, Canterbury, Margate & Sandwich

Optional excursion to Hastings (£12pp)

       

Torquay Cruise 
& Devon Steam
Departing Mon 17 Aug ‘26
Enjoy the sights of the beautiful English Riviera and the welcome of 

Torquay on this great-value break that features a packed itinerary of 

excursions, a delightful heritage railway journey, a scenic cruise on 

the River Exe and much more!

So much included...
• Return coach travel from Solihull, Sutton Coldfield

• 4 nights at the Burlington Hotel, Torquay (JG2 rating) with dinner 

& breakfast

• Entertainment some evenings

• Heritage train journey on the South Devon Railway

• Cruise on the River Exe

• Free time in Exmouth

• Excursion to Buckfast Abbey & Buckfast Butterfly Farm & Dartmoor 

Otter Sanctuary

Optional excursion to Teignmouth (£12pp)

       

Isle of Wight 
Weekend
Departing Fri 9 Oct ‘26
A long weekend by the sea beckons on this lovely escape to the 

Isle of Wight. Beloved since Queen Victoria’s reign, follow in the 

footsteps of royalty and relax at our base in a popular seaside resort 

and discover other highlights during an optional trip!

So much included...
• Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Solihull, Sutton Coldfield

• 3 nights at the Shanklin Beach Hotel, Shanklin (JG2+ rating) with 

dinner & breakfast

• Entertainment some evenings

• Excursion to Newport

Optional Island Highlights tour (£15pp)
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Strong Start to May for Paddy Doyle
Paddy Doyle made a strong start 

in May,  breaking �ve martial arts 

records, two strength records and 

setting one endurance challenge. 

�e �rst to fall was:

�e most full-contact knee strikes 

in 1 minute (alternate legs) with 5kg 

ankle weights on each ankle with Doyle 

completing 93, beating Asia High Range 

Book of Records Holder Estarla Mahesh 

(Taekwondo martial artist) record of 76, 

set on 12 Feb 2020 in India.

After a short rest, Doyle attempted the 

most full-contact knee strikes in three 

3 minutes (alternate legs with 5kg on 

each ankle) achieving 245, beating Asia 

Exclusive World Record Holder Association 

Athlete Lagishetti Kumar’s record of 156 

set on 27 Jan 2020,  India. 

�e next of Doyle’s challenge attempts was 

most martial arts full-contact knee strikes 

(alternate legs 5kg’s on each ankle) in 2 

minutes,  �nishing o� with a total of 166. 

�e �nal strength record was next 

attempting to surpass the most standing 

10kg dumbbell shoulder presses in 1 

minute. Digging -deep,  Paddy completed 

68 dumbbell straight arm shoulder 

presses, beating Asia Elite World Records 

Association title holder Suman Singh’s 

record of 54,  set on 17th May 2012. 

Eight days later Doyle attempted a 13 

km cross speed march carrying 35.56lbs 

backpack over the permanent South 

Warwickshire hills and footpaths of 

Yarningale Common,  reaching the �nish 

line in 1 hr. 21 min. 41 sec’s. 

�e following week,  feeling recovered 

and eager to go again, the former Para / 

army reservist and WUMA martial arts 

Black Belt 4th Dan instructor set his sights 

on beating more martial arts strength 

records!  Results as follows: 

46 full- contact knee strikes in 30 seconds 

(left leg only 5kg on ankle).

83 strict weightlifting calf raises in 30 

seconds holding 30kg dumbbells in each 

hand, beating Asia Kalam World Record 

Association title holder IR - Adithyan 

(Pakistan) record of 78.

Master / Veterans World Record, 915 

martial arts shadowing boxing straight 

arm strikes in 2 minutes (924 punches 

achieved but 9 punches were discounted) 

in 2 minutes, beating Asia Kalam World 

Records Association title holder Pediredla 

Karaka (India) record of 730.

Doyle said “May has been another tough but 

positive month for me and the team. �e knee 

strikes were hard as I had to raise the knees to 

the level of the chest of the appointed support 

team o�cial. I was very happy increasing my 

career strength speed stamina challenges and 

World Records to 1,039. A big thank- you to 

the support team members who are always 

there for me.”     




